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WOMEN'S HEALTH

Up to two and a half million American women may have a bleeding disorder they have never heard of.  It's called von Willebrand (WILL-luh—brand) disease, or V-W-D, and is more common than multiple sclerosis, cystic fibrosis, lupus and Lou Gehrig's disease combined.  Every year 30,000 women in the U.S. have a hysterectomy due to heavy menstrual bleeding, but many of these women may have a bleeding disorder controllable without surgery.  An alarming 91 percent of women have never heard of V-W-D, according to “Women and Bleeding Disorders," a recent Harris Interactive national survey.  Yet, one-third of those surveyed report having "heavy" periods, the number one "red flag" symptom of the bleeding disorder.  The survey was commissioned for Project Red Flag, an awareness campaign created by N-H-F, the foundation of all bleeding disorders, to educate women and their doctors about V-W-D.  For more information, visit w-w-w—dot—project-red-flag—dot—com, or call 1-800-42—H-A-N-D-I. 

